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** MEDIA ALERT ** MEDIA ALERT ** MEDIA ALERT **
CONTACT:  Kim Skeltis, (616) 419-8385, kim@blueblazepr.com
NEW BARN QUILT AND AGRICULTURAL TRAILS OPEN SEPT. 19 IN LUDINGTON AREA
Trail Dedication at Historic White Pine Village Culminates with Traditional Barn Quilt Raising
With only two percent of the U.S. population living on working farms, it is rare for most Americans to grasp the daily life of a farmer. As of Sept. 19, that understanding will be bridged further when two new cultural trails open in the Ludington area – a Barn Quilt Trail and Agricultural Trail. A dedication ceremony will be held at 10 a.m. at Historic White Pine Village, a stop on both tours. 
Launching in conjunction with the Scottville Harvest Festival Sept. 18-20, the two trails are part of the Mason County Cultural Trails, a series of self-guided driving routes with audio narration by dialing a number or scanning a QR code from a cell phone. The Barn Quilt Trail includes 10 barns in Mason County, each displaying an 8’ x 8’ hand-painted plywood quilt whose design was chosen by each family based on personal significance.  The Agricultural Trail features 17 stops across Mason and Oceana Counties, including an elk ranch, dairy farm, winery, farmers market and five-generation family apple and cherry orchard.  Smart phone users also can access videos at various stops to vicariously experience agricultural activities like manufacturing cheese and ice cream, stocking coolers in a vintage meat market, or riding in a 106 horsepower machine with a farmer cutting alfalfa. 
WHAT: 
Dedication Ceremony/Opening of Barn Quilt Trail and Agricultural Trail
WHERE: 
Historic White Pine Village, 1687 S. Lakeshore Dr., Ludington, MI; 49431 
WHEN: 

Friday, Sept. 19, 2014, 10 – 11 a.m.
REMARKS: 
Dr. Bill Anderson, Chair, Mason County Cultural Economic Development Task Force


Kate Arbogast, Executive Director, Mason County Historical Society/Historic White Pine Village


Carla Mayer, Board Chair, Scottville Main Street 
Kellie Fox, Chairperson, Agricultural Trail 
Marcia Hansen, Chairperson, Barn Quilt Trail 

 

FINALE/ 
Hoisting and mounting "The Pine" barn quilt on Historic White Pine Village’s Jorissen Barn using 
PHOTO OP:
a traditional “block-and-tackle” pulley system, with commentary from Kate about its meaning
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WHY:
To officially open two new Mason County Cultural Trails as the final barn quilt is put in place at Historic White Pine Village
INTERVIEWS:
Available with Dr. Bill Anderson plus Brandy Henderson, executive director, Ludington Area CVB


RSVP: 

By Sept. 17 to Kim Skeltis, (616) 419-8385, kim@blueblazepr.com
SPECIAL 
Stop at the welcome center/office, and staff will direct you via a short walk to the launch site.
INSTRUCTIONS:
 
# # # 
[image: image2.jpg]