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LUDINGTON OFFERS “PURE MICHIGAN” EXPERIENCE THIS FALL WITH SCENIC COLOR TOURS, AGRICULTURAL DELIGHTS AND AUTUMN FESTIVALS
New Barn Quilt and Agricultural Trails, Expanded Octoberfest Music & Craft Beer Festival 

Among Highlights during Value-Priced Season
LUDINGTON, Mich. – Aug. 27, 2014 – While thousands of visitors annually vacation in Ludington during the summer, those who venture to this Lake Michigan resort community in the fall will find the same beautiful sights but with less people to share them with, coupled with stunning fall colors and value pricing at area hotels. And they’ll also find some new attractions and expanded festivals as well.
“Autumn is a special time to visit Ludington,” said Brandy Henderson, executive director and CEO of the Ludington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (LACVB). “For those who make the trip, they’ll find a very accessible ‘Up North’ experience, but with half the crowds and double the beauty as our leaves put on a stunning show of color.”
New Fall Attraction – Cultural Driving Tours
Two new attractions opening Sept. 19 in time for the fall color season are a Barn Quilt Trail and an Agricultural Trail as part of the Mason County Cultural Trails, a series of self-guided driving routes with narration available by dialing a number or scanning a QR code from a cell phone. The Barn Quilt Trail guides visitors past 10 barns scattered throughout the county, each displaying an 8’ x 8’ hand-painted barn quilt whose design was chosen and painted by each family based on personal significance.  The Agricultural Trail features 17 stops, including an elk ranch, dairy farm, winery, farmers market and five-generation family apple and cherry orchard. Smart phone users also can access video at some of the stops to vicariously experience agricultural activities like manufacturing cheese and ice cream, stocking coolers in a vintage meat market, or riding in a 106 horsepower machine with a farmer cutting alfalfa. Many locations also are open to the public for tours and/or purchasing of harvest items.
“These trails offer a visual feast of Mason County’s rich agricultural heritage, presented in almost a scavenger hunt fashion for a fun and educational journey through the beautiful countryside,” said Bill Anderson, chairman of the Mason County Cultural Economic Development Task Force that created the trails. “And we know from studying similar trails in other communities that the added technology element of audio and visual narration from a cell phone is quite unique.”
The two new trails will complement the Lumber Heritage Trail that launched last year with 14 stops ranging from lumber baron homes to historic cemeteries. Future trails will include a Maritime History Trail and a Sculpture Trail. Visitors can pick up brochures for the Agricultural and Lumber Heritage Trails at the Ludington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau at 5300 U.S. 10 or at the downtown location on Ludington Avenue, or download maps of all three trails at pureludington.com/MasonCountyCulturalTrails.cfm.



- more -
Octoberfest Music & Craft Beer Festival Doubles in Size in Second Year 

While Ludington has always been a destination for fall color tours, it is growing in popularity as another prime festival season, catering to visitors who love celebrating Michigan’s fall bounty. One of those signature fall events in Ludington is the Octoberfest Music & Craft Beer Festival by Bell’s Brewery, Oct. 10-12 in downtown Ludington (downtownludington.org/Octoberfest). The festival is expanding from a one-day event in its inaugural year in 2013 to a full weekend of live music, beer tasting and gourmet food. 
“Ludington is becoming a destination for craft beer lovers, and an event like this celebrates the best of Michigan – local brews, local music and our beautiful fall season,” said Megan Josefowicz, marketing and events assistant for Downtown Ludington who operates the event. 
Event highlights from last year include a “Mitt Crit” bike race in downtown Ludington that passes through the Mitten Bar on the route, a chili cook-off, daytime family activities, and live music and beer tasting. New additions this year include a VIP Beer School with Bell’s Brewery staff on Friday evening, and an Open Fire event on Sunday, billed as “Ludington’s first meat centric, open-fire cooking event.” Tickets are $20 in advance/$25 at the door; VIP tickets are $40 in advance. Following is a rundown of events by day.
Friday, Oct. 10 –
· Beer School - Private beer tasting and educational session with Bell’s Brewery: 6 p.m.*
· 1 Mile Octoberfest Family Fun Run and 5K Pre-Registration: 6 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 11 – 
· Octoberfest 5K: 10 a.m. (registration at 9 a.m.)
· Kids’ pumpkin patch and harvest activities
· Chili walk: 12 - 3 p.m.
· Bells Music & Craft Beer entertainment tent: 3 - 10 p.m., including,
· Billy Strings and Don Julin
· Dutch Henry
· Funktion 
· Sophistafunk
· Simplified
Sunday, Oct. 12 – 
· MittCrit Bike Race: noon (register at 11 a.m.)
· Open Fire cooking event with Michigan craft beers and live music​: 1 - 5 p.m.
*VIP ticket required; limited to 100 spaces
Other Autumn Events Cater to Adults and Families 

Ludington offers a number of other autumn-themed events that cater to adults and families alike. Additional Ludington area events are noted in a separate fall news and events fact sheet.
Autumn Days at Historic White Pine Village, Oct. 10-11, Ludington. historicwhitepinevillage.org. $11 per adult, $6 for children 6-17, free for children 5 and under, $29 for family rate.  Step back in time and enjoy the bounty of fall harvest season when the village is overflowing with pumpkins, gourds, corn stalks and colorful decorations. Watch apples being pressed into cider, enjoy a hayride, experience a sawmill demonstration, reminisce over our farm machinery display and more. Interpreters are located throughout the village to answer questions and provide a nostalgic look at the past. 

Haunted Village, Oct. 25, Historic White Pine Village, Ludington. historicwhitepinevillage.org. Free for kids 12 years of age and younger; $5 for 13 and older. Children in costume can trick-or-treat at the historic buildings in this kid-friendly, non-scary event from 4 – 8 p.m. Wear a costume and bring a trick-or-treating bag and flashlight. A costume contest for kids 12 and under will be a part of the event, with prizes for the funniest and scariest costumes. 
Rocktober Night of Fright 2, Oct. 25, Ludington Area Center for the Arts, Ludington. ludingtonartscenter.org. $8 for members; $10 for non-members. Adults can enjoy a night of rock ’n’ roll and Halloween fun with live music by local bands, games and a cash bar. A prize will be awarded for the best costume of the night. 

Fall Lodging Discounts
Autumn is not only a beautiful time of year to visit Ludington, but it’s also kinder on the wallet – with many hotels dropping rates significantly following the summer season. Nine Ludington-area hotels also are participating in a fall lodging discount in September and October of 50 percent off a second night stay (excludes Fridays and Saturdays). Participating hotels are listed below and can be found at www.pureludington.com/FallSpecial.cfm. Offer valid Sept. 1 through Oct. 31.

· All Seasons Resort 
· America's Best Value Inn 
· Baymont Inn of Ludington
· Blue Lake Resort 
· Best Western Lakewinds
· Holiday Inn Express
· Lighthouse Motel
· Nader's Lakeshore Motel
· Viking Arms Inn 


Additionally, fans of maritime history can spend the night on the last coal-fired steamship in North America on the S.S. Badger B&B. Passengers who book a crossing on the Badger (www.ssbadger.com) from Sept. 2 through Oct. 25 have the option of adding an overnight accommodation while the ship is docked for $75 in a Pullman-style room featuring two single beds, a private bathroom (no shower), a meal, as well as use of the stateroom during the crossing. The room cost is in addition to passenger/vehicle fares aboard the Badger. For more information or to book one of the 20 available rooms, contact a reservation agent at (800) 841-4243.

About Ludington
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan with miles of beachfront and water access, Ludington offers a quintessential “Up North” experience close by. Ludington and surrounding Mason County deliver the perfect combination of unspoiled natural resources and unrivaled outdoor recreation with quaint, small-town charm. And it’s all within easy reach, located at the intersection of U.S. 31 and U.S. 10. Come to Pure Ludington – Up North close by. For information on the Ludington area including lodging, events, and other tools to help plan your next Ludington getaway, visit PureLudington.com or call (800) 542-4600.
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